Which flat-faced dog breeds
experience breathing problems?
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New study examines the risk of Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway Syndrome (BOAS) in 14
short-skulled dog breeds.

Pekingeses and Japanese Chins, as well as overweight dogs and those with collapsing nostrils
and flat faces, experienced high BOAS severity.

Some breeds are more susceptible to severe BOAS than others

898 dogs from 14 flat-nosed breeds were graded for BOAS serverity on a scale of zero to three.

Grade 3 - Severe BOAS

Marked breathing difficulty,
exercise intolerance,
signs of distress

0%

Grade 0 - normal breathing
No evidence of abnormal breathing
at rest or during exercise.

11% of Pekingese dogs studied

Grade 2 - Moderate BOAS

Audibly abnormal breathing,
clinically significant

54%

Abnormal breathing sounds only
detectable with a stethoscope.
Welfare largely unaffected.
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Three key characteristics increase the risk
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